743 Encant 
Calexica, 


7-20-58 


Dear Sirs e Se 

ig this letter, but the unexpected 
happened at Empalme. On the afternoon of Thursday if, Mr. Burr and Sr. = 
Serdan came out to where I was interviewing. At first I thought they on- 
ly wanted to ‘listen in, but they started ta bawl me out about investi ga- 
ting bribes and at the same time Mr. Burr grabed the papers out of my +> 
hand and Mr. Serdan chased away the fellow I was interviewin®@. At this = 
time Mr. Burr was called away for a telephone call and T proceeded to tr 
and straighten things out with Sr. Serdan He said that several’ braceros 
had pone to Nim and told him that T had questioned them about who was re 
Sieving the bribes, and how was it being handled. E toldvhim that apnare 
tly somebody was trying to get in his good graces by telling a pack of + 
lies, J assured him that I was not in any way interested nor was I tryin 
to get information on the bribe situation, Apparently he was not satis-—-- 
fied with my explaination. because he was stilt pretty angrey,. He then ~ = 
asked me how many interviews I had done since I have been here. He then. 
seid that should be enougt and he started to walk away. I expressed t6 
nim that T had intended to work thru Sunday, but he did not reply. 


I am sorry to have to be writting t 


i proceeded to work the rest of the afternoon, but FE was cons tan= 
tly being watched: and-within hearing distance of a soldier or ‘one of the 
bracero stooges that works in the main building. ee 


The next morning I gathered all my interviews and went to the Cen 
ter with the intention of going over them with Mr. Burr and Sr. Serdan. 
went directly to Mr. Burr and he told me to sit down and wait a while. = 
Well, L waited from 8 A.M. to a little past 12 noon. In the mean while ¢ 
contracting got underway and was finished the M.D.'s came and left. The 
office employees left for the day. And I was still ignored. Mr Burr went 
in and out of the office several times, but he still ifpnored me. I think 
he was more interested in getting the building fixed than anything else. 
i finaly pot tired of being ignored and walked out. 


I don't know how the rumor got around, if there was one at all, 4 
that Towas inves tipating bribes, bit they were ail. as pack of Lies. In: th 
tire that Fowes there IT neater evan nentioned. tha word. tiribe. 


Wheat ~ think hanoanéd was that somebody got things mixed up with 
nestton #'O, which «sks About how much one expects to earn, how mich ha 
been earned in the nast, how will it be used. Somebody probably heard ¢ 
word How = much or twisted things around to get in Sr. Sérdan's graces. 
What my Lawyer friend thinks probably happened is that one of the stoore 
questioned a broacerg that I had interviewed, twisted the story around, a 
then told Sr. Serdan that I was asking about bribes. 


Several braceros went. to Sr, 


